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One marking period (20-23 days approximately)

Topic

Unit 1: This unit provides students with the knowledge necessary to engage in the process of
obtaining a New Jersey Class D Basic Driver License. It explains the skills needed to become a safe
and efficient user of the highway transportation system. In doing this students will create a mature
understanding of their responsibility as a driver and passenger.
Unit 2: This unit provides the student with information pertaining to the rules of the road and
defensive driving. It explains how to properly maneuver your vehicle in different areas of the
highway when encountering other roadway users. It explains preventative measures necessary for
safe driving when faced with adverse and uncontrolled situations on the roadway. The last chapter
of this unit provides the student with information regarding drinking, drugs and driving.
Unit 3: This unit explains how alcohol and drugs affects the body and your driving decisions. The
penalties involving drinking, drugs and driving along with other driving violations on the roadway
are explained as well.
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Essential Questions
How would one demonstrate a safe driving profile within the classroom?
How do I develop an understanding of skills for behind the wheel driving?
What does one need to know to be a safe and responsible driver?
What are the different facets of the Graduated Driver License Program?
What does one need to know about Seat Belts and Air Bags?
What does one need to know about Car seats and the Child Restraint Law?
What are the components of the New Jersey Driver State Exam as well as the Road Test?
What elements of a car’s condition should be monitored?

What are the meanings of the solid/flashing traffic signals?
Why is it important to keep to the right when driving?
How does one maneuver their vehicle when entering and exiting a highway?
How does one maneuver their car at curves and interchanges?
How important is it to follow the rules of the road?
What are the regulations for turning?
What are the regulations for stopping on the highway?
How can the use of cellular phones effect you’re driving?
How does aggressive driving and road rage make driving dangerous?
How should one communicate to other drivers on the road?
How should one react to low visibility and night driving conditions?
How does one handle driving problems such as vehicle failure when driving?
What does one do if they are involved in a collision?
What are important safe driving rules to follow regarding speed control, stopping
regulations, passing procedures, and turning regulations.
● What are the two following distance methods and how can they be put to use on the road?
● How does alcohol affect the body and driving?
● How do drugs affect driving?
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● What are the factors that influence blood alcohol concentration?
● How can prescription or over the counter drugs affect driving?
● What does it mean to be a good host in regards to the Good Host Law?
Unit 3
● What are the effects of driving while under the influence of drugs and/or alcohol along with
their penalties?
● What is the Implied Consent Law?
● What are the factors behind driving programs?
● How does one get arrested for DUI or DWI?
● What are the factors behind the Point System and Motor Vehicle Surcharges?
● How can pedestrians affect driving?
● What are no zones?
● Who are the other roadway users?
● What steps does one need to take to title, register, insure, and inspect a new or used vehicle.
● What categories do traffic signs fall under and what are the meanings of those signs?

Enduring Understandings

Unit 1
● Students will know how to find the website for the Division of Motor Vehicles in New
Jersey and use the site for their personal benefit.
● How to obtain their New Jersey Class D Basic Driver License.
● The information necessary to pass the NJ written Driver License State Exam.
● What skills they will be tested on for the New Jersey Road Test.
● The importance of being a safe and responsible driver and passenger.
● The importance of seat belts and child car seats.
● How to utilize the basic mechanical devices in their vehicle.
● Have an understanding why driving is a privilege, and not a right in New Jersey.
Unit 2
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Unit 3

The effects of a proper stopping distance.
Demonstrate a knowledge of safe driving laws and regulations.
Distracted driving behaviors.
How to practice defensive driving.
How speed affects driving.
The importance of keeping to the right.
The skills necessary to safely enter and exit a highway.
The importance of having a space cushion while driving.
How to properly turn onto all types of traffic patterns.
The risks of aggressive driving and road rage.
The benefits of having defensive driving skills.
How to drive in low visibility conditions.
Proper reaction to emergency driving situations.
What to do if they are involved in a collision.
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Alcohol’s effects on the body.
Understand the dangers of alcohol and drugs when applied to the driver.
How much is too much alcohol.
How to be a good host.
The importance of a designated driver.
Common over the counter prescription drugs that affect driving.
The Implied Consent Law.
Consequences to drinking and driving.
Consequences to unsafe driving, the penalties and point values.
Demonstrate a knowledge of vehicle registration, insurance and inspection laws.
How to create a safe driving environment by respecting others/sharing the road with them.
Identifying traffic signals and signs along with their meanings.

Alignment to NJSLS
HPE 2.1.12.D.3, HPE 2.1.12.D.4, HPE 2.1.12.D.5, HPE 2.1.2.E.2
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Key Concepts and Skills
In New Jersey, driving is a privilege not a right.
Seat belts save lives.
The Early Bird Road is the most common option to obtain your Basic Driver License.
Child Restraint Laws and guidelines are in place to protect young children.
Knowing your car is important to be a responsible driver.
Identify the three options for obtaining a New Jersey Class D Basic Driver License.
Distinguish between a Special learner permit and an Examination permit.
Recognize an unsafe vehicle.
Identify the importance of seat belts and child car seats.
Understand the Graduated Driver License Program.
Speed kills.
A positive attitude is a safe mind when driving.
Aggressive driving makes driving unsafe for everyone on the roadway.
To increase their space cushion for adverse and inclement weather.
The leading cause of fatal accidents is the use of cellular devices while driving.
Proper communication while driving creates a safe driving environment for everyone on the
road.
Collisions sometimes are unavoidable but how to handle the vehicle in those types of
circumstances.
You should slow down when visibility is less than the distance of your head lights.
Road services affect stopping distances.
You should slow down well before you enter a curve or interchange.
Identify the dangers of aggressive driving.
Identify the benefits of a positive attitude while driving.
Identify the dangers of the use of cellular phones while driving.
Identify how to properly turn.
Identify the different kinds of driving problems.
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● Summarize the risk of cellular phone usage while driving.
● Alcohol affects coordination, balance, depth perception and the ability to communicate
properly.
● Alcohol is a drug and that it is not digested.
● Alcohol affects driving in many cases with speeding, weaving, slow driving, jerking
motion, quick stops, driving too slow, loss of tracking ability, vigilance, and divided
attention.
● Identify the factors that influence underage drinking.
● A good host always serves non-alcohol beverages and nutritious foods or snacks. They
never insist that a guest should drink alcohol or insist a refill.
● When they sign their license they have already agreed to a breath test if stopped for drinking
and driving.
● Refusal of a breath test is an automatic charge of DUI.
● Describe the effects of alcohol and drug usage while driving.
● Describe how your BAC is affected by alcohol.
● BAC limits for those 21 years of age and over as well as younger than 21.
Unit 3
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Identify the penalty pertaining to the Implied Consent Law.
Identify the positives to not drinking and driving.
Describe the penalties for a DUI and DWI offense.
Describe the general motor vehicle violations, penalties and point values.
Drivers have a responsibility to safely share the roadway with others.
Proper communication on the roadway makes sharing the highways much more manageable
and safe.
The importance of having the proper insurance and coverage for their vehicle.
You must hand in your old plates to the Motor Vehicle Commission.
Explain Insurance Fraud and how it is a very serious offense.
You must get your vehicle inspected every two years after the initial inspection.
Explain how to purchase and title a new and used vehicle.
Explain how to register a new and used vehicle.
Identify the no-zone areas on a truck or tractor trailer.
Identify the other roadway users.

Learning Activities
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Note-taking in the New Jersey Driver manual
Class discussions
Parent-Student collaborative activities
Group activities
Videos: “Graduation Day”, “Rules of the Road”, “Teens Behind the Wheel”, “Extreme
Driving Quiz”
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Weekly participation grades via our class Do Now activities
Pre & Post Tests
Quizzes
Tests
Reaction Essay

Assessments
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Chapter Worksheets
Exit Slips
State Exam
Current Events
Study Guide Portfolio

Creativity
Skills

21st Century Skills
Critical Thinking
Communicatio
n
Information
Media Literacy
Literacy
Interdisciplinary Connections

Science, Math, English Language Arts, Art, Health
●
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Technology Integration

Use of Google Chrome via Chromebooks
Smartphone applications
Use of the Elmo projector
Kahoot quizzes
Videos via YouTube
New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission site
Reaction Time Driving Test Site

Collaboratio
n

